abStract. A new and showy species of Masdevallia from the Huanuco region in Peru is described and illustrated with a line drawing and color photographs. It belongs to the subgenus Masdevallia, section Masdevallia. The new species is compared to several more or less morphologically similar species, such as M. burianii, M. cranion and M. popowiana that appear to be closely related. The new species differs from them by a combination of features, including the rather fleshy leaves and the bell-shaped flowers covered internally with magenta to white pubescence.
Introduction. The genus Masdevallia Ruíz & Pav.
is one of the more well-known and popular orchid genera in cultivation. It has therefore also been of interest to many taxonomists over the years. Several groups of species that were originally described as Masdevallia have been separated since the genus was established and generally been accepted as genera of their own, such as Dracula Luer, Porroglossum Schltr., Scaphosepalum Pfitzer and Trisetella Luer. Despite these and other transfers from Masdevallia, the genus is still large today with over 600 species, classified into numerous subdivisions (Luer 1986 (Luer , 2000a (Luer ,b, 2001 (Luer , 2002 (Luer , 2003 . This vast number of species, in combination with molecular investigations (Pridgeon & Chase 2001 , Abele et al. 2005 , eventually encouraged Luer to split the genus into 16 new genera, in addition to the remaining Masdevallia (Luer 2006) . This latter treatment has not been generally accepted (Dalström & Ruíz Pérez 2014) with a distinct lateral, triangular and involute fleshy lobe, extending from the base to the middle of the length, then rather linear with a truncate and indistinctly tridentate apex, ca. 5.0 × 1.5 mm; lip basally pale yellow, then with pale purple hue and specks, the apical part brownish to purplish with a dark purple apicule, hinged on the hook-shaped column foot by a minute strap-like tissue, basally broadly ovate with a minor longitudinal furrow, then distinctly angled into a narrower epichile that is linear when flattened and apically bilobed with a small fleshy rounded knob in between. ca. 4.5 × 2.5 mm when flattened; column pale yellow with magenta lower edges, straight, ca. 4 mm long, with an equally long, curved and apically hook-shaped foot; anther cap pale yellow and campanulate; pollinia not seen.
ParatyPe: Peru. A small population of plants without flowers was observed in the same location as the holotype. No other collections known.
DiStribution: Masdevallia tatianae is only known from the type locality.
ePonymy: This species is named in honor of Tatiana Leyla Ruíz Sanchez, the daughter of the discoverer and second author, on his request.
Masdevallia tatianae was originally discovered by Saúl Ruíz and his brother Moises during a field trip in October 2013. A few plants were growing epiphytically in a small patch of remaining scrubby cloud forest in an otherwise heavily deforested area (Fig. 5) . Very little remains of the original forest in that entire region and many plant species are without a doubt doomed to disappear in a near future. Masdevallia tatianae appears to be most closely related to species such as M. burianii, M. cranion and M. popowiana, due to the rounded and bell-shaped flower. But the rich internal pubescence also reminds of features displayed by members of the subsection Saltatrices.
